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December 4, 2000

Lawrence M. Noble, Esquire
General Counsel
Office of the General Counsel

|
Federal Election Commission = -
999 E Street, NW s 3.
6™ Floor . 83,
Washington, DC 20463 : » ;5
Re: MUR 5155 =5 DegT
=5 =
As the complainant on the above-captioned matter under review (“MUR”), wédate
hereby providing the Commission with the following additional information pertaining to
E the violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, (the “Act”) by
o the respondents Friends for a Democratic White House and J. Dewald, Chief of Staff (the
My “respondents’). We incorporate by reference our original complaint and state upon
i‘: information and belief the following:
g 1) We hereby allege that an additional respondent has participated in the illegal
3] scheme and committed the violations described in our original complaint. That
";f: respondent is Jeannette Hensler whose address is Holt,
' Michigan 48842. We have attached a statement of organization and newspaper
article containing this information for the Commission’s information.
2) The newspaper article referred to in the paragraph above describes the facts
included in our original complaint and should be considered a part thereof.
3) In addition, subsequent to the filing of our original complaint, respondents have
sent out a second mailing for apparently fraudulent purposes. A copy of this
second mailing has been attached hereto. Accordingly, we reallege all of our
original allegations with respect to this second mailing. Further, because the
violations are of an ongoing nature, we allege that they are knowing and willful,
and we respectfully request that the Commission make such a finding of knowing
and willful violations of the Act.
The activities undertaken by respondents, including the fraud being perpetrated on
the unsuspecting supporters of Al Gore must be stopped. The seriousness of these
violations should compel the Commission to act swiftly and decisively to investigate
these matters and punish the wrongdoers. If this activity is permitted to continue, the
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complainant is likely to suffer irreparable harm, and complainant’s supporters are likely
to be bilked out of thousands of dollars for unlawful purposes. The Commission has the

utmost duty to the public and to the integrity of the disclosure process to step in and
prevent this illegal activity from occurring.

cerely,
5 er
Assistant Treasurer
Gore 2000, Inc.
Enc.
STATE OF TENNESSEE )
)
COUNTY OF DAVIDSON )
“\\\\\\‘
. . .é c “h
Subscribed and sworn to before me this/ lfi day of December, 2000. ::0 ~~.,f4(°°¢
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'Swing States PAC' Probed

By Susan Schmidt

Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, November 30, 2000; Page
A25

"It was a hard fought battle, but
with your support, the Presidency
was captured for the Republican
Party and George W. Bush this
year. Now our‘opponents want to
use the legal system to steal the
election.”

So begins a Nov. 18 solicitation
for the "Swing States PAC" Legal

-Challenge Fund mailed to

Republican givers. A letter dated

" just a day earlier mailed to

Democratic contributors by
"Friends for a Democratic White
House" is nearly identical, except
it insists the presidency "was
captured for the Democratic Party
and Al Gore this year."

The letters are popping up in
mailboxes in Washington,
Connecticut, Michigan and .
elsewhere, urging a contribution

- of "at least $1,000," to be mailed

in postage-paid envelopes to

- seemingly prestigious

Pennsylvania Avenue addresses,
one near the Capitol, the other al

few blocks from the White House.

Both are signed by a "J. Dewald,"

who claims the title "Chief of

Staff" - - -

So far, the envelopes aren't going
to lawyers for Bush and Gore--
they are going to mail drops at
Mail Boxes Etc. on Pennsylvania
Avenue. As of late yesterday, the
letters and the person who rented

The Florida Contest:
* Gore on 'Today': Video, Text

* Cheney on Translition: Video, Text

* Gore: NBC, CBS, ABC, CNN
* Cheney: NBC, CNN

* Lieberman: Text

* McCain: Text

* Text: Leon County Hearing

* MSNBC: The Post's Juliet Eilperin

* MSNBC: The Post's Ceci Connolly

Florida Recount—
* Text, Video, Documents, More

* Certification Q&A
* Certified Totals by County
* Recount Timeline

Election 2000 Coverage

—— Election Results —

* White House

* Senate

* Governors

* House

* States: MD | DC | VA | Others

— Special Features —

* Live Online: Daily Discussions on the

Election and Transition

* Post Video/Images: Reports From

Austin, Nashville and the Campaigns
* Media Notes: Campaignh Coverage
* Campaign Insider: Daily Reports
* Poll Watchers: The Numbers

* Party Line: Behind the Scenes

* Net Election: Online Campaigning
* Political Junkie: Ken Rudin

* Rough Draft: Achenbach Satire

—— What's Next? —

* The Transition
* The Talent Gap

* Requlations
* Personalities

http://washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A4573-2000Nov29.html
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' the mail drops were under * The Court
scrutiny by the FBI, the U.S. : 5 cthe b .
Postal Inspector and the ection Day is just the beginning. Keep

- up with Al Kamen's In_the Loop, Steve

Connecticut state attomey Barr's Federal Diary and news from The
general. Post's Federal Page.
"It's obviously very misleading,"
said U.S. Postal Inspector Dan - -~  _<7E-Mail This Article
Mihalko. The mail is being re- ) Printer-Fri

sent to an address in Michigan,"

he said, explaining that people sometimes use mail drops "to make it
look like they have a legitimate suite of offices.” Mihalko said the postal
service knows who rented the mail drops, and said the person did present
identifying information when he did so.

An FBI official in Michigan said late yesterday that the letter campaign
was under investigation. "We've opened up a case; we're looking into it,"
said FBI official Kevin Brock.

The manager of Mail Boxes Etc. at 2000 Pennsylvania Ave. refused to
discuss the mail drop there, saying the customer had filled out a postal

o service form authorizing him to receive mail through an agent. The form
o guarantees privacy to box holders at post offices and private mail drop
i operations.

My P

:": Whoever is sending the letters isn't quite double-checking his lists,

"if however. A couple in Darien, Conn., contacted state Attorney General
wp Richard Blumenthal Monday after getting one of each variety.

o - Blumenthal, a leading Democrat in Connecticut, had already gotten one
w0 himself.

™5 .

"My visceral reaction was to think it was legitimate--you receive these
letters every other week asking for money," he said yesterday. "The
thing that set off alarm bells for me was I didn't recognize the name, J.
Dewald. And the title, chief of staff--it just didn't sit right." His office
began investigating Monday.

The fact that the same letters were sent to contributors in both parties "is
a pretty strong indication of fraud," said Blumenthal. In addition, in
Connecticut, PACs and charities must be registered to solicit funds
legally, something these groups did not do, said Blumenthal.

The two PACs did register with the Federal Election Commission, filing
forms that list mailing addresses in Michigan. The Republican group
lists Jennifer Vavricka of Morrice, Mich., as treasurer; the Friends for a
Democratic White House lists Jeanette Hensler of Holt, Mich. Neither
woman could be reached yesterday.

"They do have a Bush-Cheney sign up in their yard," said Ada Smith, a_
neighbor who lives across the street from Hensler, treasurer of the
Democratic group.-Smith, who received several calls from reporters

trying to contact Hensler, said she went across the street to urge Hensler
to answer questions about the fundraising group but she refused.

The postal inspector's office began a preliminary investigation yesterday

http://washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A4573-2000Nov29.html
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to determine whether the fundraising letters constitute mail fraud. The
Bush campaign complained to the postal service several weeks ago
about another "Swing States PAC" solicitation letter that promised
tickets to the inaugural. The Gore campaign complained to the FEC
about a similar letter.

3\
"The Postal Service is trying to determine whether the Postal Service or
the Federal Election Commission should investigate," said Mihalko. "At
this point, it's not determined whether we would pursue this criminally
or civilly. We're looking at it to determine whether we have a viable mail

‘fraud case."

The letters say the cost of legal challenges in the election battle in
Florida would cost each side $3 million to $5 million. They include
"notices and disclaimers required by the Federal Elections Commission
and/or the Internal Revenue Service," and include the admonition that
corporate donations are not permitted and that individual contributions
are limited to $5,000.

They do promise a little something in return: "limited edition" coffee
mugs "certain to become a valuable collector's item in the years to come
following this unprecedented election." And there's even a place to
request an e-mail alert as soon as it is shipped out.
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